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Curriculum and Undergraduate Education: A Case Study on Freshman Seminars Program
HU Li-fang
(School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Undergraduate education is the source of a university’s reputation. Harvard University has made
unremitting efforts to improve its curriculum system, thereby maintaining excellence in undergraduate education.
Freshman seminar is a curriculum form with academic credits outside of Harvard general education courses, which
proves to be an effective way to enhance contact and communication between senior professors and freshmen, and
to develop students’critical and rational thinking. Chinese research universities should improve undergraduate
curriculum development and talent cultivation quality by exploring new forms of curriculum such as freshman
seminar, promoting the innovation of teaching content and methods, enhancing faculty development and taking full
advantage of graduate teaching assistants.

Key words: Freshman Seminar; Curriculum; Undergraduate Education
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Abstract
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Exploration analysis on practice of first— year seminar in top liberal arts colleges in America

GUO Lei-zhen
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Abstract: First—year seminar originated in the United States, and has been pervasive in America under-

graduate education. American liberal arts colleges, especially a number of top liberal arts colleges, have a

great reputation for carrying out high quality undergraduate education, and part of the colleges have for-

mal first—year seminar programs. Analysis on these first— year seminars program practice can provide
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Thinking on Higher Engineering Education from the
Perspective of Cultural Consciousness
Wang Zhongdui, Pan Yuju
This paper analyzes the importance of cultural consciousness from the following three aspects:
the innate need of improving engineering student’s cultural qualities, the final goal of educating of
higher education and ideological guarantee of socialist cultural construction. Furthermore, this paper
also explores the main approaches to guiding engineering students toward cultural consciousness in
two ways, thatis, developing their ability of autonomy and making efforts to build good cultural envi-

ronment.
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Teaching Patterns of the Seminars for Freshmen in USA
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Abstract:  Through reviewing the development history of the seminars for the freshmen in the Staes, this

paper analyzes the organization features and the educational ideas of the seminars. Although facing many

problems and challenges, the freshmen’ s seminars show a trend of further development.
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Freshmen’ s Orientation Course in Research University
——A Case Study in Nanjing U niversity

SUN Zhifeng' ZHANG Hong-xia' ZHENG Yu®

(1. Institute of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210093
2.Department of Teaching Affair, Nanjing University, Jiangsu, 210093)

Abstract: T his article focuses on the 2009-2010 freshman orientation courses at Nanjing U niversity.
Based on the quast+experimental survey and interview data, theresults show the orientation courses are
very popular among freshman. College freshman show significant progresses in the class participation
and the social activities, less in study methodology, major-recognition, and self-recognition. T he orien-
tation course make the freshman adjustment process shorter and relieve their adjustment stress. The
study suggests that universities should open other related courses which could maintain the orientation
courses effects.

Key words: research university; orientation; adjustment; academic adjustm ent
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